Walter Rauschenbusch’s “Prayer For Immigrants” or “Prayer
For Employers” (1910 Pilgrim Press)
FOR IMMIGRANTS
O thou great champion of the outcast and the weak, we remember before thee the
people of other nations who are coming to our land, seeking bread, a home, and a
future. May we look with thy compassion upon those who have been drained and
stunted by the poverty and oppression of centuries, and whose minds have been
warped by superstition or seared by the dumb agony of revolt. We bless thee for all
that America has meant to the alien folk that have crossed the sea in the past, and
for all the patient strength and God-fearing courage with which they have enriched
our nation. We rejoice in the millions whose life has expanded in the wealth and
liberty of our country, and whose children have grown to fairer stature and larger
thoughts for we, too, are the children of immigrants, who came with anxious hearts
and halting feet on the westward path of hope.

FOR EMPLOYERS
We invoke thy grace and wisdom, O Lord, upon all men of good will who employ and
control the labor of men. Amid the numberless irritations and anxieties of their
position, help them to keep a quiet and patient temper, and to rule firmly and wisely,
without harshness and anger. Since they hold power over the bread, the safety, and
the hopes of the workers, may they wield their powers justly and with love, as older
brothers and leaders in the great fellowship of labor. Suffer not the heavenly light of
compassion for the weak and the old to be quenched in their hearts. When they are
tempted to follow the ruthless ways of others, and to sacrifice human health and life
for profit, do thou strengthen their will in the hour of need, and bring to naught the
counsels of the heartless. Save them from repressing their workers into sullen
submission and helpless fear. May they not sin against the Christ by using the bodies
and souls of men as mere tools to make things, forgetting the human hearts and
longings of these their brothers.
Raise up among us employers who shall be makers of men as well as of goods. Give
us masters of industry who will use their higher ability and knowledge in lifting the
workers to increasing independence and vigor, and who will train their helpers for the
larger responsibilities of the coming age. Give us men of faith who will see beyond
the strife of the present and catch a vision of nobler organization of our work, when
all will still follow the leadership of the ablest, not in fear but by the glad will of all,
and when none shall be master an none shall be man, but all shall stand side by side
in a strong and righteous brotherhood of work.

